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NEWS IN BRIEF 

• Wembdon was honoured with a visit from the Lord Lieutenant of Somerset, 

when she came to officially open the new fully accessible roundabout and 

trampoline in the playing field. 

 

• Your Parish Council were re-elected on 2nd May.  Details of all of your 

Councillors and the Parish Clerk are noted later in this Parish Paper 

 

• The wall adjacent to the allotments track collapsed during a violent storm a 

few months ago.  The damaged section has now been demolished and a 

contract issued for the reconstruction work. 

 

• Our Neighbourhood Plan, prepared over the past 18 months by the Parish 

Council and a team of local volunteers has now been finally approved for a 

public vote by all residents of Wembdon Parish on 4th July.  Voting will take 

place in The Parish Centre as usual and we hope you do come out and vote.  

The key policies and aspects of the plan are detailed later in the paper. 

 

• The Give a Day team is inviting residents to join them and establish a litter 

pick team 

 

• The Trustees have completely revamped the front of Wembdon Village Hall 

with new tarmac surfacing for the car park, planting of specimen cherry 

blossom trees as well as Portuguese laurel bushes and has now wooden 

fenced the whole area. 

 

• Wembdon held its first beer and cider festival at the Village Hall, which was 

a resounding success.  Sound levels were maintained to within agreed limits 

and very many positive comments have been made by our whole 

community. 

 

• Your Parish Council continues to lobby the County Council for 

improvements to the zebra crossing on Wembdon Rise and for the 

introduction of additional speed management measures to further reduce 

the small number of drivers racing through our village. 

 

• Sedgemoor District Council's Local Plan for 2011 - 2032 was formally 

adopted in February. Developers have submitted planning applications for 

the West Bridgwater sites on both sides of the A39, and your Parish Council 

have strongly objected to aspects of both proposals. 

 

•  



Opening of the Access for All facilities at The Green 

Wembdon 

 

On 17th May the Lord Lieutenant Mrs Annie Maw cut the ribbon on 

our new playground equipment. The totally inclusive roundabout 

and trampoline were provided by G L Jones and funding was given 

by the National Lottery Community Fund. 

 

The Access for All Wembdon project also includes; 

 

- The recently completed Changing Places toilet, again thanks to        

  the National Lottery. 

- The footpaths connecting the village hall to the play area, as well  

  as other parts of the village 

- Solar powered lighting to the footpaths and surroundings 

- Newly surfaced car park and trees/shrubs 

- Security CCTV 

 

Louise Jackson with her sons Finley and Jett demonstrated the 

play equipment, and Finley and Jett presented a bouquet of 

flowers to Mrs Maws. 

 



Wembdon’s Re-elected Parish Councillors 

 

 

 

 

 

Cllr Mike Solomon  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Cllr Neil Harrison               Cllr Anne Reed          Cllr Dave Gliddon 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Cllr Richard Webber  Cllr Jodene Hall           Cllr Mark Phillips 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Cllr Jo Prowse  Cllr Lorna Edwards         Cllr Peter Major 



Wembdon’s Neighbourhood Plan
goes to a vote

• You told us what you wanted for the future of our village

• We drafted a Neighbourhood Plan based on what you told us

• You read the Plan and made comments, which helped us improve it

• We sent the final draft to Sedgemoor District Council (SDC), who
told us it was legally compliant

• SDC appointed an independent Inspector, who made some changes

• We haven’t lost the policies that the Inspector changed – they have
been achieved in a different way!

• You can read the final version of the Plan at the Village Hall, the
Parish Centre, the Cottage Inn, at SDC's offices, or online at
wembdon.org/?page_id=4681

• Now YOU have to decide whether to support the Plan

• On 4th July, there will be a Parish vote:

• Vote YES to accept the Plan, and shape the future of
Wembdon as you have told us you would like it to be

• SDC have determined that Cokerhurst Farm will be developed.
We can’t stop that, but voting YES will help shape the
development

• Vote NO to reject the Plan, if you don’t think
Wembdon's local policies are needed

• All new planning applications would then be judged only against
the policies in SDC's Local Plan

Use your vote wisely on 4th July



Wembdon’s Neighbourhood Plan
Policies

Policy WB1: Design

New developments will need to demonstrate how any new proposed building(s)
will contribute positively to the character of the existing built form and the
atmosphere of the village, through use of the following where applicable:

1. Ensure a mixed palette of locally distinctive external materials including where

appropriate the use of locally sourced red sandstone (or suitable equivalent)

within key views and frontages;

2. Encourage soft, green landscaping in preference to concrete and tarmac where

practicable;

3. Appropriate densities to reflect the surrounding built form, setting and context;

4. New and additional tree planting of appropriate species to reflect the existing

street scene within the village; and

5. Avoid the loss of sandstone boundary walls or, where this cannot be achieved,

include proposals for re­use of the material on site.

Policy WB2: Locally Important Viewpoints

New development proposals should seek to protect and, where appropriate,
enhance the objectives (contained within Appendix E) of the following Locally
Important Viewpoints (as defined in Appendix F):

1. Views looking north from Wembdon Hill towards Perry Green and Chilton

Trinity

2. West Wembdon ­ Views to the west of Wembdon Village looking west towards

the Quantock Hills and south towards the A39 Quantock Road including the A39

corridor

3. Wembdon Village Hall and Church Road across the Green

Policy WB3: Sustainable Transport and Parking Provision in
New Developments

Major new development will be expected to incorporate new walking and
cycling links, or improvements to existing, in relation to connections between
one or more of the following locations within the development itself and/or by
means of planning obligation where the statutory tests for such obligations are
met:

1. The residential allocation at Cokerhurst Farm, Wembdon Village and Wembdon

Village Hall

2. Wembdon Village and local education and employment facilities

3. The A39 Cannington cycleway and Wembdon Village



Major new development will need to be supported by an appropriate Transport
Statement or Assessment which identifies potential adverse impacts on traffic
speeds and volumes along Wembdon Hill and Wembdon Rise as a result of the
proposals. Where there is a potential for adverse impacts, appropriate and
proportionate mitigation measures will need to be delivered through the new
development and priority would be given to the above identified routes.

Development proposals which include measures to reduce the speed and
volume of traffic within the Neighbourhood Plan Area will be supported.

Other than on land shown on the adopted proposals map as allocated for
residential development in accordance with Sedgemoor Local Plan Policy B2,
development proposals shall provide for the following car parking provision per
dwelling unless site­specific viability evidence demonstrates that this cannot be
achieved or that there would be a demonstrated adverse effect on design
and/or residential amenity:

1.5 spaces 2 spaces 2.5 spaces 3 spaces 0.5 spaces

1 Bed 2 Bed 3 Bed 4+ Bed Visitors

per dwelling

Policy WB4: Community Facilities

Proposals to enhance, improve and extend community facilities will be
supported where theycomplement existing facilities, and in particular at the
following Important Community Facilities as identified on Plan 1 and the
accompanying inset plans contained in Appendix A.

Plan 1: Important Community Facilities

Wembdon Locally Important Facilities

1. St George’s Church Ground and Parking Area

2. The Parish Centre

3. St George’s C of E Prinmary School

4. The Cottage Inn

5. Wembdon Village Hall and Village Green

6. Village Shop and Post Office

7. Greenway Garage



Development proposals resulting in the loss of, or which compromise the
viability of, facilities identified on Plan 1 will not be permitted unless it can be
demonstrated that the land and/or facility is no longer required for its sports,
leisure or recreational use and that the proposed development provides
recreational or community benefit equal to the long­term value of the sports,
leisure or recreational facility that would be lost.

Policy WB5: Delivery of new retail and community facilities

The following additional retail and community uses will be permitted where they
will contribute positively to existing facilities:­

1. Restaurant/café

2. Convenience store

3. Pharmacy

4. Doctor’s surgery

5. Children’s play area

Regard should be had to the objectives of the Community Strategy once it is
adopted.

Where there is potential to undermine the viability of an existing community
facility, to which Policy WB4 applies, planning permission will be refused unless
it is demonstrated that the benefit of the proposed retail or community facility
would outweigh the loss of, or risk to the viability of, an existing facility.

Policy WB6: Local Green Spaces

The following areas are to be designated as Local Green Space and are
identified on Plan 2 and the accompanying inset plans contained within
Appendix C:

Plan 2: Local Green Spaces

Wembdon Green Spaces

NP Boundary

1 ­ Allotments

2 ­ School Playing Field

3 ­ School Playing Field

4 ­ The Common

5 ­ Village Green

6 ­ Wembdon Parkland

7 ­ Cottage Inn green space

8 ­ Orchard Lane green space

9 ­ Grasmere green space 1

10 ­ Grasmere green space 2

11 ­ Risedale Close green space

12 ­ Inwood Road gren space

13 ­ Lyndhurst Crescent green space



Policy WB7: Rural Diversification

New small­scale development to provide ancillary uses, including but not limited
to the following buildings that are required to support the diversification of
existing rural businesses, will be approved:

1. Café or restaurant

2. Farm shop

3. Business start­up units

4. Leisure

5. Holiday accommodation

The full text of the final version of the Plan can be found on line at

wembdon.org/?page_id=4681, and printed copies can be seen at the Village

Hall, the Parish Centre, the Cottage Inn, and at Sedgemoor District Council's

offices.

Wembdon Parish Council, in conjunction with a steering group made up of

Wembdon residents and Parish Councillors, has developed this

Neighbourhood Development Plan (the NDP).

The NDP is our shared vision of the future. It is a structured framework

which the Parish Council can use to preserve and improve the Parish as a

place in which to live and work over the coming years.

It adds detail to Sedgemoor District Council planning policy and, following a

successful referendum, will be used alongside the Sedgemoor Local Plan to

help determine planning applications in the Parish.

The NDP aims to preserve and enhance the character of Wembdon, including

the landscape, trees and green spaces. It addresses residents’ concerns about

traffic speed, volume and parking. If there is new development in the village,

we want it to be designed to look and feel like Wembdon, with appropriate

density of housing, good green spaces and adequate car parking. We also

want it to contain enough affordable housing for Wembdon people who need

it.

Once adopted the NDP will also enable the Parish Council to claim a larger

percentage of any Community Infrastructure Levy money available to

Sedgemoor District Council, which it can then use on projects to benefit the

community.

We are very grateful to all of the residents who have taken time and trouble to

tell us how they want our Parish to be in the future. The Parish Council will

seek to deliver this shared vision to the best of its abilities and to make

Wembdon a thriving, sustainable, friendly and safe place for us to live in.









 

Next Parish Council Meeting 

Monday 8th July 7.30pm @ 

Wembdon Village Hall 

The public are warmly invited to 

attend and may ask questions 

after each session.  

ADVERTISE HERE 

With a guaranteed circulation of 1700 homes 

Per edition prices:  

Full Page Colour = £80 

Half Page Colour = £40 

Quarter Page Colour = £20 

For more information or to discuss placing an ad 

email the parish paper editor j.hall@wembdon.org 

  

 





 



WEMBDON NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN ­

A PERSONAL VIEW





 



 

St George’s Parish Centre 

 

Holiday bible club God’s epic rescue starts Tues 30th July - 

Fri 2nd August.  10am – 1pm.  Ages 5 – 11 yrs.  At the St 

George’s parish centre. 

• Crafts 

• Fun games 

• Solve the clues 

• Bible stories 

Contact Todd Mallonee,  todd@sgw.org.uk or www.sgw.org.uk  Registering essential. 

Teatime Special for Senior Citizens. 1st Thursday of each month (except August) 2.30pm. 

For tea, cake and a short talk, Quiz or game.7th June and 4th July. Transport can be 

arranged.  

Contact Katherine Cannell 01278 426254  

 

We had a give-a-day at the Parish Centre in April and I am pleased to announce we are 

weed free (Currently!) and looking all freshened up. 

We will have a new arrival to the team at St George’s in July.  Simon Taylor will be joining 
us as a part-time curate for the next 3 years.  

 

There are going to be some more community-based projects coming out from the 

Autumn so watch this space. 

 

The Parish Centre and church are both getting busier, please may we ask you not to park 

in the church car park unless you are using the church or parish centre. Thank you 

Pat Bright remains the contact for bookings on 457760, patbright@btinternet.com.  My 

details parishcentre@sgw.org.uk 

 

 

 

mailto:todd@sgw.org.uk
http://www.sgw.org.uk/
mailto:patbright@btinternet.com
mailto:parishcentre@sgw.org.uk


 

 



 



 

Parish Councillor contacts 
Councillors 

Mike Solomon 01278 457026  Neil Harrison 01278 457549 

Anne Reed 01278 421420   Richard Webber 01278 429235 

Dave Gliddon 07828 210076  Jodene Hall 07846 307678 

Joanne Prowse 07939 392904  Mark Phillips 07941 983311 

Lorna Edwards 07917 101990  Peter Major 01278 421448 

Parish Clerk 

Tony Jay 07741 461982, 11 Wyvern Mews, Churchill Road, Weston S M, BS23 3GZ 

Email: clerk@wembdon.org 

Information 

Find the latest news on our website Wembdon.org, or follow us on  

Facebook Wembdon Parish Council    

Wembdon Parish Paper Editor 

Jodene Hall email  J.Hall@wembdon.org 

mailto:clerk@wembdon.org


 

PLEASE VOTE IN THE WEMBDON

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN REFERENDUM

Our Neighbourhood Plan will help to: 

• Preserve our Allotments, the Green, the Parklands and other green 

spaces 

• Protect our church, village hall, parish centre, pub and village shop 

• Preserve important Wembdon viewpoints 

• Encourage rural diversification 

• Promote the establishment of a Doctors’ Surgery in the village 

• ……and as an additional bonus it will bring money from developers into 

the village which can be used for things such as: 

· Improving traffic speed management throughout the village 

- Upgrading footpaths to make safe walking and cycling routes through the 

whole parish  

- More fully accessible play equipment 

- Upgrading of existing children’s play equipment 

- New, natural and wilder play areas for older children  

- Purchase of the Liddall meadows (currently leased by the Parish Council) 

- Sensory gardens, seating areas, planting, insect areas, safe bird nesting 

areas, drainage  

- Completion of a multi-purpose room and indoor meeting space for young 

people in the village hall 

- A multi-use games area and other sporting facilities including additional 

changing rooms 

- Safe walking, running path/circuit through Cokerhurst to Wembdon 

Village Hall with outdoor exercise equipment 

- Installation of solar panels 

- Additional recycling facilities 

NB Sedgemoor District Council has allocated Cokerhurst Farm for 

development and we can’t stop that.  Voting YES will help us shape the 

development.  Vote NO if you don’t think the above policies are needed 



 

Local contacts and information. 
Wembdon Community Association (WCA): Graham Grief – 01278 457973 

email wembdon.community@btinternet.com                                          

Wembdon Village Hall: website wembdonvillagehall.co.uk   

Wembdon Stores: tel: 01278 434815 

The Cottage Inn: Opening hours Mon-Thurs 4:00pm – Close, Fri 2:00pm- Close,  

Sat & Sun 12noon- All day. Bank Holiday Mondays all throughout the year 12 

noon – All day tel: 01278 423259 

St George’s Church office: tel: 01278 423468 / Ed Moll tel: 01278 423647  

Parish Centre: Pat Bright tel: 01278 457760 

Beavers / Cubs / Scouts: Group Leader John Ennals tel: 07703 033947 

Brownies: Leader Sue Sly tel: 01278 410911                                                        

Cricket club: Dan Bingham tel: 07841 013128 wembdoncricket@gmail.com              

Football club: Caroline Fretwell  englandbirdie@aol.com tel:07736 045967 

Wembdon Ladies: Chris Pashley tel: 01278 451133 

Wembdon Toddlers: Thurs 10am-12noon Ceri Douglass tel: 01278 422702 

Wembdon Sunshiners Pre-school: Jen Dodden tel: 01278 457100 

Music with Mummy: Tues 1.00pm-3.00pm Lisa Drew tel:07903 284835 

Ladies keep Fit: Mon 945am-10:45am Viv Tolcher tel: 01278 424491 

Art Group: Tues 9:30am-12:00pm Kay Robins tel: 01278 423212 

Jay Singers: Tues 7:30pm Tim Loveday tel: 01278 425422 

Wembdon Bridge: Thurs 1:45pm Ernie Whitehead tel: 01278 424134 

Sedgemoor Stitchers: - Vanessa Leighton tel: 01278 662977 

Wembdon Parklands and Community Together: - wembdonpact@gmail.com 

Lorraine Owens-Cox tel: 07957 165777, 

www.wembdonparklandsandcommunitytogether.com 

Crime Stoppers 0800 555 111. 

Call anonymously to report crime. 
 

mailto:wembdon.community@btinternet.com
mailto:wembdoncricket@gmail.com
mailto:englandbirdie@aol.com
tel:07903
http://www.wembdonparklandsandcommunitytogether.com/

