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The Parish Council has a vacancy and we are all keen to 
welcome a new member on board.

Over the page you will find an article written by a Councillor 
who joined us around a year ago. Hopefully, it will encourage 
you to come along to our next meeting on Monday 13th July 
7pm at The Green.



YOUR COUNCIL NEEDS YOU

I have been a Wembdon Parish Councillor for 
about a year now. Initially I was unsure about 
applying to be a Councilor as I thought that I 
didn’t know enough about the role and hey, 
what do they do anyway! Support and 
encouragement from friends and people in the 
village eventually got me applying.

So, what has happened over the last year and was it worth it?

I have learned so much about the village community – that alone has 
made the effort worthwhile (I have lived here for over 20 years). The 
village doesn’t run itself and the bigger area councils, Councillors, 
politicians etc. are not necessarily interested in Wembdon and its specific 
needs – we need to speak up for ourselves! To help me in my role there 
have been lots of support and training opportunities and the more 
seasoned Councillors on the team have offered an abundance of support 
and knowledge.

Firstly, Councillors are unpaid officials. We speak for Wembdon on your 
behalf and we do it because we love our village and surrounding area. 
My fellow Councillors (and Sam our Parish Clerk) have experience 
across a wide area of subjects, which means that I am always learning 
something new about things that could affect our village. This could be 
road speeds, potholes, pathways, planning, tree safety, our parks, the 
children’s play area, conservation, the allotments, encouraging a caring 
and sharing neighborhood, managing and emptying bins, providing and 
maintaining defibrillators, parking issues, hand delivering this Parish 
Paper to every house  – I could go on to fill this magazine but hopefully 
you get the idea.

A Parish Council can only truly represent its residents when it includes 
people from a range of backgrounds and experiences, so that the views 
and needs of the whole community are better understood. 

Are you the right person to fill the vacancy of Councillor number 10?



Some of the things that Wembdon Parish Council has achieved over the 
last year include;

Input to planning applications (we don’t decide the outcomes, but the 
Council can influence decisions). We try to represent the best interests 
of the village.

We actively deter activities such as vandalism by considering some of 
the causes. We have quickly reacted to vandalism by removing the 
visual impact and so preventing copycat activities. (Paint in the 
children’s park)

We have an amazing environmentally friendly park recognised across a 
wider area. Oh, the fruit and nut trees are for wildlife use ­ please don’t 
steal their food!

The allotments and Wembdon common areas are managed by us, which 
include lanes, paths, trees and hedges etc. that the village owns and we 
liaise with other councils for areas that the village doesn’t own (some 
areas are owned by Somerset Council). 

Many of the lights around our paths are monitored and maintained by 
us.

We are the voice that helps to get pavements and potholes fixed (often 
not to the standard that we would like so we persevere for a better 
result), but we need you to report them too. There is a link on our 
website.

We talk to our neighbouring Councils about common / shared issues, 
such as flooding, Hinkley Point and Highways.

We maintain a website to share information in Wembdon including 
meeting agendas and minutes, finance, events, road closures etc.

If you want to know more then please join us and observe our regular 
monthly Council meeting on the second Monday or contact a Councillor.

Oh, on the question of whether the effort to become a Wembdon Parish 
Councillor has been worth it. 

Yes, it has.



From your new Councillor

Hello, I'm Amanda Mills Jones and I'm really 
pleased to have joined the Parish Council.  I've 
lived in Wembdon for over 25 years, so this place 
means a great deal to me.  I value the strong 
sense of history ­ particularly the buildings, and 
our green spaces, which includes spending time 
on my allotment. I wanted to get involved so I 
could help look after what makes our community special.

Before becoming a councillor, I worked as a Business Manager in a 
secondary school (managing people, money and buildings). I was part of 
the senior leadership team, making strategic plans, problem solving and 
ensuring the school ran smoothly behind the scenes. I hope to bring 
those skills and experience to my work on the council as well as have a 
say in the decisions that shape village life.

I'm particularly interested in supporting local people as well as protecting 
and developing what Wembdon has to offer. If you see me out and 
about, or at the allotments, please do stop and say hello ­ I would really 
like to hear your thoughts.

a.millsjones@wembdonparish.gov.uk

So, now you have read the last few pages and 
hopefully found yourself extremely interested to 
come along to our next meeting or maybe you 
have already decided to apply to join us!

If you want to discuss anything further just drop 
me an email.

Sam Matthews clerk@wembdonparish.gov.uk

mailto:a.millsjones@wembdonparish.gov.uk
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Wembdon Parklands Update

Protecting a Space for Wildlife

As work continues across Wembdon Parklands, local efforts 
remain focused on making the area a welcoming place for both 

residents and wildlife.

Improving foraging opportunities has been a key part of the project. 
Earlier this year, nine hazelnut trees, one walnut tree, one pear tree and 
one Golden Hornet crab apple tree were planted. These join the seven 
fruit trees already established in the Prairie Orchard in 2019, helping to 
provide a valuable 
food source for 
birds and other 
animals throughout 
the seasons.

What many people 
may not realise is 
that the land is 
protected by a legal covenant to support local badgers and their foraging 
habitat. Badgers have been part of Wembdon for many years, and some 
residents will already be familiar with their regular visits to nearby 
gardens in search of food.

Unfortunately, in recent years some of the trees have been stripped of 
fruit and nuts overnight. While this may seem minor, it has a real impact 
on the wildlife that depends on these food sources. For that reason, 
members of the public are asked not to remove fruit or nuts from any of 
the trees or bushes within Wembdon Parklands. CCTV is in place and 
the situation will continue to be monitored.

The team would also like to thank everyone who stops for a chat while 
work is taking place and to see so many people enjoying this shared 
green space. Anyone wishing to report fruit or nut removal can contact 
the Parish Clerk at clerk@wembdonparish.gov.uk

mailto:clerk@wembdonparish.gov.uk


Allotment News

A new growing season is well on its way. The allotment landscape is 
changing; everything is growing like crazy.  It's all go to keep on top of it 
all. After a very wet winter there has been a good few weeks of dry and 
sunny weather to be able to prepare seed beds and get planting. The 
blossom has been lovely this spring and it’s good to see the birds and 
bees out there enjoying it too. The allotments are a pesticide and 
herbicide free zone. Allotment holders are keen to garden organically not 
to harm wildlife but to encourage it. It’s evident in the number of bees, 
butterflies, birds, slow worms, lizards there are around. Most people grow 
flowers to encourage the insects not only to pollinate but as predators for 
aphids.  There have been a lot of ladybirds around this spring.

Sadly, the recent strong winds brought down an old apple tree, happily 
there was no further damage anywhere else. The tree will be removed by 
the Parish Council’s contractor.

Allotment holders have taken advantage of a few loads of wood 
chippings brought from tree work at the Parklands to make and repair 
paths on their plots. 

The waiting list for an Allotment is very short. It’s a good time for getting 
your name down if you are interested. Wembdon Parishioners take 
priority on the list over those who live outside of the boundary.

Contact Dianne at d.claydon@wembdonparish.gov.uk



SID & SPEEDWATCH REPORT MAY 2026

The Speedwatch Team met in April and the following data was recorded:­

78 vehicles monitored within 1 hour. 13 vehicles were recorded over 
25mph. Highest speed was 47mph.

The mobile SID is in position at the junction of Moore’s Lane and 
Skimmerton Lane monitoring traffic incoming towards Wembdon.

FIXED SOLAR SIDs
Generally vehicle speeds over the last 6 months have remained 
relatively constant. There is still a worrying factor regarding MAXIMUM 
SPEEDS recorded, which is of great concern.  SPEED KILLS.

Latest Speed Data

Sandford Hill
Average Speed (Incoming) = 26.39mph
Average Speed (Outgoing) = 30.26mph
Maximum Speed (Incoming) = 63mph
Maximum Speed (Outgoing) = 78mph

Wembdon Rise (Wares Lane)
Average Speed (Towards NDR) = 20.24mph
Average Speed (Towards Wembdon Hill) = 21.27mph
Maximum Speed (Towards NDR) = 45mph
Maximum Speed (Towards Wembdon Hill) = 43mph

Wembdon Rise
Average Speed (Incoming from NDR) = 20.55mph
Average Speed (Outgoing towards NDR) = 21.67mph
Maximum Speed (Incoming from NDR) = 55mph
Maximum Speed (Outgoing towards NDR) = 60mph



Community Survey Report

You may have seen posters around the village or spotted the survey in 
the previous Parish Paper. We invited residents to take part in a survey 
so that we could better understand how people use Wembdon’s current 
facilities and what new developments you would like to see. The 
responses have been analysed, and produced some interesting results. 
The survey was launched at this time because CIL funding has become 
available. Wembdon already has some CIL money, with more on the 
way.

CIL stands for Community Infrastructure Levy and is a charge that 
ensures new developments contribute to the infrastructure they depend 
on, and for Wembdon the main source of upcoming funding will be the 
Cokerhurst Farm development. 

There were 177 responses, with some positive suggestions. When asked 
what facilities people used already, Cricket, the Green and Parish Centre 
coffee shops, the play area and football were mentioned most. When 
asked for reasons that people didn’t use any of the facilities already 
available, one of the main reasons cited was that people were not aware 
of what was available already, and this is something that we will try and 
address by improving information put on the Parish web site and in the 
Parish Paper.

When asked what new facilities or improvements people would like to 
see, racket sports topped the list, in particular tennis and padel. There 
was also significant support for a Multi­Use Games Area. Community 
and social activities also featured strongly, with residents calling for 
clubs, social groups and activities for older people. Playground feedback 
highlighted demand for more challenging equipment.  There were 
concerns raised about accessibility with residents citing uneven 
footpaths, blocked dropped kerbs, parking issues and poor lighting.

So, thank you to those who completed the survey. It was helpful, and we 
will update you in future Parish Papers of what progress and plans are 
being made for the future.



Community Information

 One of the issues that was highlighted from the Parish Survey was the 
need for better communication, people being unaware of some of the 
activities available and going on in the village. Many of the community 
groups, such as the Parish Centre and Wembdon Community 
Association advertise one­off events in the Parish Paper, but some also 
have their own websites detailing regular events that they run. Details, 
along with contact information can be found on their websites and social 
media pages.

St George's Parish Centre, Wembdon have a list of all the Community 
Groups who use their rooms on their website and provide details of their 
social gatherings and events.

Wembdon Village Hall at The Green also have a list of all the classes 
and facilities that they have on offer.

If you are interested in cricket, then Wembdon Cricket club post details 
of their games and social events on their Facebook page.

Wembdon Community Association also have a Facebook page where 
updates on their events are posted. Did you know that they hold a 
regular quiz night at the Parish Centre for example?

Reporting problems on our roads and footpaths: Did you know that 
the Parish Council are not responsible for maintaining pavements and 
streetlights or roads? We have all seen the alarming number of potholes 
this year for example. Somerset Council have a Report a problem on the 
road web page, which details how to raise a concern. Somerset Council 
also have a Public Rights of Way page, where you can download a map 
to show where they are located, and learn all about the improvement 
plan in place, as well as report an issue if you see one.

Parish Councillors work hard to spot and report any problems they see 
whilst walking around the village, but anyone can do so. We have links 
to these sites on home page of the Wembdon Parish website: 
www.wembdonparish.gov.uk

Lots of useful contact details are in the back of this Parish Paper.

www.wembdonparish.gov.uk
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-travel-and-parking/report-a-problem-on-the-road/
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-travel-and-parking/public-rights-of-way/
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-travel-and-parking/report-a-problem-on-the-road/




Wembdon Senior Citizens' Spring Dinner

Saturday 28th March saw the Annual WCA Senior 
Citizens Dinner.

Our lucky guests were invited to the Parish Centre for a 
delicious free of charge four course meal provided by 
the WCA and prepared and served by Vagabonds Catering, a side­line of 
the Vagabonds Carnival Club.

They were able to enjoy a starter of soup or melon, a main course with 
turkey and beef, Stuffing, Pig in Blanket, Yorkshire pudding, roast 
potatoes, cauliflower, peas & carrots, followed by the choice of crumble 
or trifle for desert, all freshly prepared on the premises. The meal was 
accompanied by water and the choice of soft drinks or red and white 
wine, specially selected and transported from France and generously 
served by WCA Committee members. The Senior Citizens were able to 
enjoy an afternoon in the company of friends new and old within a jovial, 
party environment.

The really lucky ones even managed to win prizes on the raffle and 
everyone left with a bunch of fresh daffodils to celebrate the Spring.

Entertainment was provided by Simon Simms of “The Voice” fame who 
had them singing along and dancing in the aisles.

WCA Event Dates for Your Diary 2026:
Senior Citizens Bingo / Teas: Saturday 2.00 p.m. 27th June, 25th July, 
26th September, 24th October & 28th November at the Parish Centre.

Wembdon Village Day: Monday 31st August.

General Knowledge Quiz: Saturday 24th October at 7.30 p.m.

Grand Firework Display: Saturday 31st October 7.00 p.m.

WCA AGM: Thursday 26th November 7.30 p.m. at the Parish Centre
(all Wembdon residents welcome to attend).





St George’s Church Wembdon

Our summer Holiday Bible Club is coming up: this year it’s Secret 
Agents. Scan the QR code below to sign in or contact Emma on 
familiesandchildren@sgw.org.uk if you have any questions.

Work on the church roof is nearly finished, as is the fundraising. Thank 
you for your support and interest. The best way to see the new ceiling 
when it is done will be from the inside of the church! Services are on 
Sundays at 10am with groups for all ages also taking place through the 
week. Details at www.sgw.org.uk 

The Parish Centre continues to be busy 
and the Coffee Shop is open Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays 10am­12. For 
any booking enquiries please email 
parishcentre@sgw.org.uk 

mailto:familiesandchildren@sgw.org.uk
www.sgw.org.uk
mailto:parishcentre@sgw.org.uk










Parish Council contacts

Parish Councillors

Paul King
(Chairman)
Peter Major
Lorna Edwards
Richard Hubbard
Amanda
Mills Jones

07564 955964

01278 421448
07917 101990
07949 595695

07931 774622

Dianne Claydon
(Vice Chairman)
Mark Phillips
Andrew Jarvis
Suzanne Bromme

07891 996707

07941 983311
07989 693241
07483 242030

Parish clerk and Parish Paper editor

Mrs Sam Matthews             Tel: 07359864310

9 Sloway Lane, West Huntspill, Highbridge TA9 3RJ

Email: clerk@wembdonparish.gov.uk

Wembdon Parish Council holds its meetings in the Village Hall at 7pm 
on the second Monday of each month, apart from August. The meeting 
agenda will be published on the Council’s website and notice boards 
on the Wednesday prior to the meeting. All parishioners are warmly 
invited to attend the meetings and learn all about the activities of the 
Council, and what is happening in Wembdon.
The next Parish Council meetings will be held in the Village Hall on 
Mondays 13th July, 14th September and 12th October at 7pm.

Parish Council meetings

Please note that Wembdon Parish Council does not 
endorse any of the advertisers in the Parish Paper

maito:clerk@wembdonparish.gov.uk


Local contacts and information
Wembdon Community Association (WCA):

John Rudge Tel: 01278 767836
email: wembdon.community@btinternet.com

The Green at Wembdon (Wembdon Village Hall): Tel: 07856 282330
email: info@wembdonvillagehall.co.uk

website: wembdonvillagehall.co.uk

The Cottage Inn: Opening hours: Mon­Thurs 4pm­Close, Fri 2pm­Close, 
Sat, Sun & Bank Holidays Noon­Close Tel: 07585 448294

St George’s Church: Office Tel: 01278 423468
Rev. Ed Moll Tel: 01278 423647

Parish Centre:

Cricket Club:

Wembdon FC:

Wembdon Sunshiners Pre­school:
Brownies: Leader
Sedgemoor Chess Club:

Mon. 7­9:30pm
Jolly Melodies:

Wed 4­6pm & Thurs 9­12:30
Art Group: Tues 9:30­Noon
Ukelele Group: Thurs 10­Noon
Wembdon Bridge Club: Thurs 1:45pm
Bridgwater Bridge Club:

Thurs 6:30­10pm
Sedgemoor Stitchers:
Knit n' Knatter:

Tues & Thurs 10­Noon
Wembdon Parklands 
   and Community Together (PACT):

Jo Tinker Tel: 07970 119525
email: parishcentre@sgw.org
Phil Curd Tel: 07795 251590

email: bounceandturn@hotmail.com
Phil Brunskill Tel: 07742 429283

email: football@wembdonjfc.co.uk
Jen Dodden Tel: 01278 457100

Tamson Wetherall Tel: 07975 866343

Chris McKinley Tel: 01278 421675

Lisa Drew Tel:07903 284835
Kay Robins Tel: 01278 423212

Paul Arrigoni Tel: 07833 484232
Ernie Whithead Tel: 01278 424134

John Scotford Tel 07909 322851
Vanessa Leighton Tel: 01278 662977

Margaret Major Tel: 01278 421448

Lorna Edwards Tel: 07917 101990
email: wembdonpact@gmail.com

website: www.wembdonparklandsandcommunitytogether.com

Crime stoppers 0800 555 111

mailto: wembdon.community@btinternet.com
mailto:info@wembdonvillagehall.co.uk
https://wembdonvillagehall.co.uk
https://www.wembdonparklandsandcommunitytogether.com
mailto:wembdonpact@gmail.com
mailto:football@wembdonjfc.co.uk
mailto:bounceandturn@hotmail.com
mailto:parishcentre@sgw.org
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